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Dear Alcohol, Drugs, and Tobacco Section Members: 

 

 As my term as Chair of the Alcohol Tobacco and Drugs 

draws to a close, I am happy to pass the torch to the very 

competent Brian Kelly of Purdue University. Brian will be 

an inspiring leader for our section. I hope you all will work 

with him in this coming year to increase our membership 

and insure the continued existence of our section.   

 In my last message from the Chair, I talked about 

the merging of the National Institute of Alcohol Abuse and 

Alcoholism (NIAA) and the National Institute on Drug 

Abuse (NIDA) and its possible implications for our section 

membership. This merger is a notable development in the 

history of the federal role in the application of science to 

alcohol- and drug-related public problems in the United 

States.  I posited the idea that the section may provide 

the strategic space for members to organize spheres of 

sociological influence for the new Institute. The merger, 

originally planned for October 2012, is likely to be delayed 

until October 2013.  According to the Los Angeles Times, 

the delay was prompted by a need for more input from 

"those who would be affected, including scientists and 

advocacy groups." In the field, there is an ongoing debate 

about whether the main goal of the merger is better 

science or cost cutting. My guess is that both goals are in 

play. For a fuller discussion of the history and politics of 

the merger please see Ron Roizen's two part piece in 

Points: the Blog of the Alcohol and Drugs History Society 

(http://pointsadhsblog.wordpress.com/2012/04/12/

reflections-on-the-scheduled-                              

niaaanida-merger-part-1/).  
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Message from the Chair Cont . . .  

 

Members still have the opportunity to provide the National Institute of Health 

with their opinions/ideas/ feedback regarding the new Institute at http://

feedback.nih.gov/index.php/suaa/webmeeting_slides/comment-page-1/. 

 At first the meaning of the theme of this year's ASA meetings - Real 

Utopias: Emancipatory Projects, Institutional Designs, Possible Futures - eluded 

me but as I read Dr. Olin-Wright's description I began to think about its 

application to our corner of sociology.  He explains that "exploring real utopia 

implies developing a sociology of the possible, not just the actual." The drug 

and alcohol field seems ripe for this kind of perspective and exploration.  Within 

our global community countries are experimenting with alternatives to the 

American War on Drugs ideology and resulting policies. Sociologists who study 

social policy have an important role in researching emerging alternative policy 

frameworks. On the local level our field would be well served by research on 

discourses about social alternatives and social movements. Local and national 

social movements have formed around numerous issues including medical 

marijuana, overdose prevention and substitution therapies in which the popular 

imagination would be enriched by the application of sociological imagination. 

Sociologists should employ their valuable perspectives on the various political 

processes and social struggles concerning issues that impact drug users and 

abusers such as racial disparities in law enforcement practice and health access 

as this would advance real utopian transformations. At the annual meetings we 

have an opportunity to engage in discussions about these and other topics 

relevant to us personally and professionally.  

 As in years past, we will hold our reception with the Society of Social 

Problems Drinking and Drugs division on Saturday night at 6:30 (details on 

page 7). Please plan to attend our business meeting and celebrate our award 

recipients, new members, and help us plan next year's panels and much more. 

I thank you all for the opportunity to serve as your section Chair and I am 

looking forward to seeing each of you in Denver next month. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sheigla Murphy 

ADT section Chair 
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The international journal Substance Use and Misuse is soliciting submission for 

a special issue about Drugs, Wars, Soldiers and Veterans.  
Guest Editors are: Andrew Golub, Ph.D. and Alexander Bennett, Ph.D. 

 

 This special issue will broadly explore issues related to drugs, substance use, and 

military conflicts which may or may not be officially identified as war. Substances 

considered can include licit and illicit drugs, alcohol, tobacco, and the use of prescription 

drugs for non-medical purposes. Papers may address the following broad areas of interest: 

▪ Drug use during conflicts. For many, the experiences of war can involve substance use for 

recreation, coping, and performance enhancement. This usage may be an individual choice, 

part of a prevailing culture, or even expected and/or facilitated by some level of the military 

command. 

▪ Returning veterans. Returning veterans may continue substance using behaviors rooted in 

their military experience or develop new behaviors perhaps in response to military 

experiences and possibly related mental health concerns. We are interested in all aspects of 

veterans’ substance use including use/abuse, markets, contexts of consumption, related 

consequences, and treatment experiences, globally as well as historically. 

▪Other roles of drugs in war and conflict. Members of military and paramilitary organizations 

as well as the organizations themselves have often engaged in trafficking. Some 

organizations have used the revenue to support their military efforts. In this regard drugs can 

be intimately involved with the functioning and purpose of a military conflict. 

 The importance of this topic has again been highlighted as more is learned about the 

experiences of U.S. military personnel and veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts. 

However, the relationship between drugs and military conflict is complex and not unique to 

these recent experiences. For this special issue we are interested in these and other conflicts 

both current and historical. Submissions may take any of a range of disciplinary approaches 

including but not limited to public health, public policy, institutional, historical, sociological, 

epidemiological, and anthropological perspectives. 

 Authors should be sure to emphasize the relevance of their work for an international 

audience of scholars with differing academic backgrounds as well as intervention and policy 

implications. Articles should seek to raise important new questions, documenting dilemmas 

and paradoxes which merit concern and that advance our thinking about complex multi-

dimensional processes and situations.  

 

Abstracts are due by August 1, 2012. Papers will be due October 31, 2012. All submissions 

will be peer reviewed. For further information contact Dr. Andrew Golub, golub@NDRI.org. 
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 SUNDAY, AUGUST 19th 

 

ADT Roundtable Session 

Scheduled Time:  August 19th, 8:30am 

Building: Hyatt Regency Denver  

Session Organizer: Brian Christopher Kelly, Purdue 

University  

Table 1. 

Presider: Brian Christopher Kelly, Purdue University  

1. Addiction, Agency, and the Politics of Self-

control: Doing Harm Reduction in a Heroin 

Users' Group. Sarah Lynn  Whetstone, University of 

Minnesota-Twin Cities; Tanja Andic, University of 

Minnesota  

2. Intimate Partner Relationships and Life Course 

Trajectories of Drug Using Mexican American 

Male Gang Members.  

 Alice Cepeda, University of Houston; Avelardo 

Valdez, University of Houston; Charles Kaplan, 

University of Southern California  

Table 2.  

Presider: Mason Nottingham, Kent State University-

Tuscarawas  

1. Alcohol Consumption in Male Caregivers.  

 Mason Nottingham, Kent State University-

Tuscarawas; Juan Xi, University of Akron; Michael 

Rickles, University of Akron  

2.    What about Summer Term? College Drinking 

and Student Academic Performance in Intensive 

Six-week Courses.  

 James Sanders, Washington State University  

Table 3.  

Presider: Ming Wen, University of Utah  

1. Adult Presence after School and Adolescent 

Substance Use in California.  

 Ming Wen, University of Utah  

2.   With A Little Help From My Friends.  

 Keith Lawrence Goldstein, Hebrew University; Gad 

Yair, Hebrew University  

Table 4.  

Presider: Jeong-Hwa Ho, National University of 

Singapore  

1. Retirement and Smoking Behavior Changes in the 

Context of Retirement Voluntariness, Marital 

Status, and Gender.  

 Jeong-Hwa Ho, National University of Singapore  

2.  You Are What You Eat: The Impact of Nutrition 

 on Alcohol and Drug Use.  

 Ryan Schroeder, University of Louisville; Benjamin 

Renquist, University of Arizona  

3.  The Problem With Alcohol: A Municipal 

Intervention in a Culture of Drinking.  

 Patrick G. Watson, University of Waterloo 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 19th (cont’d.) 

 

ADT Paper Session: Pleasures and Risks of Drug and 

Alcohol Use 

Scheduled Time:  August 19th, 2:30pm 

Building: Hyatt Regency Denver  

Session Organizer: Brian Christopher Kelly, Purdue 

University 

Presider: Stephen Lankenau, Drexel University 

  

1. The Role of Peer Group Stability in Adolescent 

Smoking.  

 Jacob Charles Fisher, Duke University  

 

2.  Who are the Party People? Delinquent Bridges 

 and Substance Use.  

 Chan S. Suh, Cornell University; Matthew E. 

Brashears, Cornell University; Michael Genkin, 

Cornell University  

 

3.  The Opiate Pain Reliever Epidemic among U.S. 

Arrestees, 2000-2010.  

 Andrew Golub, National Development and Research 

Institutes; Luther C Elliott, National Development 

and Research Institutes, Inc.; Henry H. Brownstein, 

University of Chicago-National Opinion Research 

Center  

 

4. Symbolic Boundaries, Subcultural Capital, and 

Prescription Drug Misuse across Youth Cultures. 

Brian Christopher Kelly, Purdue University; James 

Trimarco, Center for HIV Education Studies and 

Training; Amy LeClair, New York University; Mark 

Pawson, Center for HIV Education Studies and 

Training; Jeffrey Parsons, City University of New 

York-Hunter College and Graduate Center; Sarit A. 

Golub, City University of New York-Hunter 

College  

 

5.  The Process of Diffusion: Adoption and 

Transmission of Crack Use in Mexico DF. 

Avelardo Valdez, University of Houston; Alice 

Cepeda, University of Houston; Guillermina Natera 

Rey, Instituto Nacional de Psiquiatria Ramon de la 

Fuente Muniz 

Continued on Page 5 



 

ASA Alcohol, Drugs, & Tobacco Section Sessions 

107
th

 Annual Meeting  
 

Denver, CO August 17 - 20, 2012 

MONDAY, AUGUST 20th 

 

Regular Session 

Title: Substance Use, Abuse, and Treatment 

Scheduled Time: August 20th, 2:30pm 

Building: Colorado Convention Center  

Session Organizer: James Parsons, Vera Institute of 

Justice  
 

1. Gender and Drinking: An Exploration of 

Attitudes, Roles, and Demographics.  
 Susan Bullers. 

2. Parents, Home and Young Adult Substance 

Use.  

 Clifford L. Broman, Michigan State University; 

Zaje Harrell, Michigan State University; Hui Liu, 

Michigan State University 

3.  Social Status, Binge Drinking, and Social 

Satisfaction among College Students.  

 Carolyn L. Hsu, Colgate University; Landon D 

Reid, Colgate University 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 20th (cont’d) 

 

Regular Session (cont’d.) 

 

4.  Spirituality and Religion: Intertwined 

Protective Factors for Substance Use among 

Urban American Indian Youth.  

 Stephen S. Kulis, Arizona State University; David 

R. Hodge, Arizona State University; Stephanie 

Ayers, Arizona State University; Eddie F. Brown, 

Arizona State University; Flavio Marsiglia, 

Arizona State University  

5.  The Great Recession, Somatic Symptomatology 

and Alcohol Use and Abuse.  

 Ganga Vijayasiri, University of Illinois-Chicago; 

Judith A. Richman, University of Illinois-Chicago; 

Kathleen M. Rospenda, University of Illinois-

Chicago 

Racism and Illicit Drug Use Among African American Women: The Protective Effects of Ethnic 
Identity, Affirmation, and Behavior 

Journal of Black Psychology 
Authors:   
Danelle Stevens-Watkins1, Brea L. Perry2, Kathi L.H. Harp2, & Carrie B. Oser2 
1 Spalding University, 2  University of Kentucky 

 

 Historically, African American women have seldom been the focus of drug use studies because of their 
overall lower rates of use compared to African American men and White men and women. Consequently, we know 
relatively little about factors unique to African American women regarding the etiology of drug use in this population. 
In addition, the effects of racism and other cultural factors are understudied and may be unique amongst African 
American women. The current study was based on data from the first wave of B-WISE (Black Women in a Study of 
Epidemics). This cross-sectional study explored risk and protective factors for drug use among 204 African 
American women. More specifically, associations between racism experiences and drug use are investigated in the 
context of potential moderating influences (i.e., psychosocial resources, social safety net variables, and cultural 
identity and practices).  
 Findings suggest that racism is associated with drug use increasing the likelihood of using crack, heroin, 
amphetamines, and other hard drugs, but that its effects diminish with age. In addition, results suggest that 
psychosocial resources, social safety net factors and culturally specific factors like ethnic community membership 
and engagement in cultural practices afford African American women some protection against the detrimental 
effects of racism. Despite the potential confounding relationship between racism and socioeconomic status, we 
found that these social forces have independent effects on drug use. Specifically, when racist life events 
demonstrated an effect, this was above and beyond the influence of socioeconomic status, 

 

Forthcoming Publications 

Continued on Page 6 



indicating that the adverse effects of racism cannot be attributed solely to economic disadvantage. The most 
remarkable findings to emerge from this study pertained to culturally-specific factors. That is, stronger identification 
with and participation in African American culture protected women from the harmful effects of racism on illicit drug 
use. Specifically, only women with low levels of ethnic identity achievement, ethnic affirmation, and engagement in 
African American cultural practices were adversely affected by higher levels of racist life events.  
 Limitations to the study include: the study design was cross-sectional and precludes our ability to determine 
directionality with regard to predicting drug use among African American women. Furthermore, it has been noted by 
researchers that African Americans are more likely than other groups to underreport on surveys when responding to 
sensitive topics such as drug use and as a result, the data obtained on drug use status may contain self-report bias. 
 Despite the limitations, this study is novel in that it examines ethnic identity as it relates to racism and drug 
use outcomes.  These findings have important implications for substance abuse prevention. Specifically, reinforcing 
ethnic group identification and participation in cultural activities may serve as an effective drug prevention strategy 
for African American women. It is important for teachers and counselors to encourage African American women and 
girls to have pride in their ethnic identity and for parents to involve their young daughters in organizations that focus 
on African American customs and traditions. These practices may help to build a strong sense of belonging and 
social integration, enhancing their ability to cope proactively with the stress of racism. Indeed, culturally relevant 
practices may serve as primary interventions and hold the potential to reduce the effects of racism experienced 
within the broader and more hostile social environment. 

 

Alcohol Peer Influence from Participating in Organized School Activities: A Network Approach 
 

Authors:   
Kayo Fujimoto1 & Thomas W. Valente2 
1 University of Texas, 2  University of Southern California 

 
Background: Social network analysis has been widely employed to examine the influence of friends on adolescent 
substance use. Peer influence may not be limited to just friendship relations as adolescents are embedded in 
multiple social contexts that provide differing opportunities for influence, ranging from immediate friendships to more 
distant peer crowd affiliations. One type of distal peer association is peer-group affiliations formed through joint 
participation in school-sponsored organized activities, which has not been frequently investigated or explored in a 
way that compares them to the influence of close friends. The present study attempts to assess peer influence 
derived from co-participating in organized school-sponsored activities as risk factors that lead to the diffusion of 
drinking alcohol, as well as drinking frequency among adolescents. Given the potential overlap of the influence from 
affiliation with that of the close friends, this study also introduces an innovative method of  parsing affiliation-based 
peer influence into (1) influence from members who are also close friends and (2) influence from members who are 
not close friends, and to address potential confounding of these two sources of peer influence. 
Methods: Study sample consisted of a nationally representative sample of 12,551 adolescents in Grades 7-12 
within 106 schools from Add Health data. We computed two types of alcohol exposure that measure the levels of 
exposures to close friends’ drinking and activity members’ drinking separately for 12 sports and 19 clubs/
organizations. Alcohol exposure to friends’ drinking was measured by the mean level of reciprocated friends’ 
drinking. Alcohol exposure to activity members’ drinking was measured by the level of co-participation in the same 
activities with drinkers, and thus the extent to which an adolescent is exposed to members who drink alcohol. To 
deal with potential confounding of the two alcohol exposure measures (group affiliation and close friends), this study 
incorporated the network information of friends into the computation of alcohol exposure based on group affiliation 
and calculated (1) exposure based on group members who are also friends and (2) exposure based on group 
members who are not friends, given that an adolescent had at least one close friend. Ordinal regression was used 
to model the association between these types of network influences and drinking behavior in terms of the three 
levels of drinking. 
Results: When we considered all affiliation members regardless of friendship level, adolescents were more likely to 
drink the more they were exposed to member drinkers in sports or clubs. This tendency was stronger for the 
influence originating from club members than from sports mates or close friends for any alcohol use, but was 
weaker for established, frequent drinkers. The results also showed that the affiliation influence from close friends 
was significant for both sports and clubs, which indicate that adolescents are especially influenced by their 
membership in both activities which include their close friends. In sum, this study indicates that peer influence works 
differently depending on sources of network influences, in addition to the drinking levels.   
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Alcohol, Drugs, & Tobacco 

Section Announcements 

 

Section Awards 

Senior Scholar Award: Eloise Dunlap, NDRI 

Junior Scholar Award: Alexander K. Bennett, NDRI 

Student Paper Award:  Patrick K. O’Brien 
 

Student Paper Award Abstract 
 

Medical Marijuana and Social Control:  
Escaping Criminalization and Embracing Medicalization 

 Patrick K. O’Brien 
   

 The medicalization of marijuana represents an evolving trend across the United States, yet 
researchers have yet to focus on the reasons users obtain cannabis licenses or the changing 
methods of State control that emerge in the legal-medicalized industry. In this paper I draw on 40  
in-depth interviews and participant observation with undergraduate cardholders to examine college 
students’ motivations to get medical marijuana cards and the process of social learning and 
resocialization they undergo in shifting away from an illicit and unregulated market to one that is 
State-sanctioned and controlled.  I analyze the medicalization of cannabis as part of a “new culture 
of crime control” (Garland 2001), showing how, in contrast to criminalization, the legal-medical 

 

 

ASA Alcohol, Drugs, & Tobacco and  

SSSP Drinking and Drugs  

Joint Reception 

 
The Drinking and Drugs Division will once again be holding its annual joint reception 
with ASA’s Alcohol, Drugs, and Tobacco Division.  This year’s reception will be held at 

the Blake Street Vault on Saturday, August 18th from 7:30 - 9:30 pm.  The 

address is 1526 Blake Street, 80202; (303) 825-9833.  The venue is located 

approximately 1 mile from the Grand Hyatt Denver and situated in the LoDo section of 

Denver (between 15th and 16th streets).  Drinks and light hors d’oeuvres will be 

served. There are several restaurants within walking distance of the reception site for 
those who wish to eat dinner after the event.  

 

 

tel:%28303%29%20825-9833

